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The simple chemical atom will be the first step
of composition beyond the monad, and thus
the most permanent, and least subject to disso-
lution; while compound chemical atoms will
form later stages of a like reunion.

Two further mistakes of no slight importance
on the same subject need to be removed. First,
it is said that the law of the inverse square, in
gravitation, light, and electricity, is a necessary
result of the conditions of space. And next,
that central forces, conforming necessarily to
this law, can produce only a state of indif-
ference or equilibrium. The first remark is a
fundamental error. It is true that impulses
or actions, gradually propagated through a
medium, as in luminous or electric waves,
tend, by tho conditions of space, to dimi-
nish as the inverse square. But this result is
approximate, not exact, and could only obtain
perfectly, if tho medium were both continuous
and homogeneous. It is also liable to vary,
and in these cases probably does vary, irith
the angular direction ; and being also succes-
sive in time, must vary with* every change of
tho original impulse. Thus the law of the in-
verse square enters only as one factor, modified
by several others. But gravitation, so far as
science lias detected, is instantaneous, and not